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Congratulations Fairview Class of 2020 on your many accomplishments!

You’ve gathered happy memories from school years that are past, 
Accomplished many valuable things and made friendships that will last – 

The future lies before you now and may it always hold, 
Many new and happy dreams still brighter than the old!

A LOOK INSIDE...
•  Fairview’s Blumenfeld  

Winner - Danica Calalang

•  Fairview recognized as a 
PLTW Distinguished District

•  Message from the  
Superintendent

•  Fairview honors Mary Ryan 
for 18 years of service! 

•  Recognizing faculty &  
staff for their milestones  
of service

This year Fairview graduated 74 8th graders! These students celebrated their accomplishments 
at a special drive-in graduation ceremony. The ceremony featured a video with student speakers, 
baby photos, diplomas distributed curbside to each and an evening no one will soon forget. 
Principal Mike Lopatka reminded the graduates, “Once a falcon, always a falcon!” and that 
they are also welcome to return to Fairview to visit in the future!

Honoring our 74 8th graders at a special  
drive-in graduation ceremony.



FAIRVIEW RECOGNIZED AS A PLTW DISTINGUISHED DISTRICT

Since 2006, Fairview South had the honor of awarding a 
graduate with a special award in the name of a former student, 
Louis M. Blumenfeld. Louis M. Blumenfeld was a student of 
Fairview South School from 1998 until his tragic and untimely 
death in December of 2006. At the time of his passing, Louis 
left an imprint on every facet of Fairview South student life. 
Louis was a leader amongst his peers and a role model 
to all students. Each day he carried a positive 
attitude into school and demonstrated 
kindness toward all of the individuals he 
came into contact with during his school 
day. Louis possessed a rare ability to 
interact seamlessly with all different 
groups of people and rose above the 
complex peer issues that face middle 
school students to become a friend 
to all. He was empathic in the way he 
approached relationships and sought to 
increase and improve the opportunities 
to bring students from all backgrounds 
together to experience Fairview spirit.

This year’s winner of the Louis Blumenfeld Triumph of the 
Spirit Leadership Award is 8th grader Danica Calalang. 

Compassionate, outgoing, friendly, mature, understanding, 
the “glue”, are many of the words that both students and 
adults use to describe Danica. Danica has shown an unwavering 
commitment to being a role model to her peers and younger 

students. Throughout the school day, Danica walks our 
hallways saying hello to everyone, and goes out of 

her way to help anyone that needs a hand. She is 
thoughtful, encouraging, and an extremely 

hard worker. In a recommendation 
letter, a staff member states, “Danica 
puts her all into making Fairview a 
better place for her classmates and 
teachers.” Danica was also extremely 
involved at Fairview, participating in 

the yearbook, Platform 72, athletics, 
the music department, Snowflake 

mentor, Student Council, and many 
more activities. The Fairview community is 

very proud of Danica, and are sure that she is 
going to do amazing things in high school and beyond.  

Congratulations to Danica and the Calalang family!

FAIRVIEW’S BLUMENFELD WINNER – 
DANICA CALALANG

COVID-19 
UPDATES

Dear Fairview Community,

As another school year comes to an end, we 
would like to extend our sincerest gratitude 
and appreciation to you for your continued 
partnership and support. We are humbled by the 
efforts, engagement, resilience, and positivity 
of our entire community. As I have said since 
March, we are in this together and we are 
incredibly grateful for your support. 

As each of us watches with hopeful anticipation 
the data tracking and phased-in progress of 
Governor Pritzker’s reopening plan, I want you 
to know that we have already been carefully 
considering and planning for the many factors 
that must be in place in order for District 72 
to safely reopen schools in the fall. We are all 
eager to resume in-person instruction, yet, we  

recognize that we can  
only do so with the health 
and safety of our students and staff  
as a top priority.    

Planning for the reopening of Fairview is a 
tremendous responsibility. Our considerations 
and programming will be approached with 
tremendous care and with children at the heart 
of every decision we make. Please do not hesitate  
to contact me with any questions, concerns or 
ideas that you may have to share with us. 
I wish you a safe summer ahead!
 
Sincerely, 
Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

 As new information  
emerges, the District will  

be in contact with families 
and the community  
through our regular  

communication methods.

For the latest information, 
please visit our website  
and monitor your email  
and phone for messages 

from the District.
 

www.fairview.k12.il.us

Follow us on Twitter
@FairviewSD72

Fairview School Belief Statement #5

The most effective decisions are  
made collaboratively with children  
as the focus.

Fairview has been recognized as a Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) Distinguished District for providing broad access to 
transformative learning opportunities for students through its 
PLTW programs. It is one of just 24 districts across the U.S. 
to receive this honor.  

The PLTW Distinguished District recognition honors districts 
committed to increasing student access, engagement, and 
achievement in their PLTW programs. Through PLTW 
programs, students develop in-demand knowledge and skills 
that they will use both in school and for the rest of their lives, on 
any career path they take. As PLTW students progress, they are 
empowered to engage in problem-solving and process thinking, 
develop technical knowledge and skills, build communication 
skills, and explore career opportunities.     
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CELEBRATING THE FACULTY & STAFF OF FAIRVIEW 
AS WE RECOGNIZE THEIR MILESTONES OF SERVICE!

30 YEARS 
Bernadette Gonzalez      

Aaron Melnick

20 YEARS 
Maria Bucur 
Lisa Malek 

Nissa Mechling 
Cindy Whittaker

25 YEARS 
Lyndy Massoth

15 YEARS 
Katherine Chung 
Arbella Koliana

10 YEARS 
Sara Ali 

Carolyn Bisram 
Karen Kempf 
Brigita Peric 
Julie Pruell

5 YEARS 
Nahrain Audish-

Khoury

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

FAIRVIEW HONORS MARY RYAN  
FOR 18 YEARS OF SERVICE!

Mary started her career at Fairview in August 2002 and will be retiring June 
2020. She has made a remarkable contribution to our school and has left an 

imprint on the lives of so many over the last 18 years. 
 

Mary, we thank you for your dedication and 18 memorable years. Even more 
important though are the friendships you have developed over that time. We will all miss you very 
much, and we wish you the very best in this next chapter. Congratulations on your retirement!
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“ Create a strong foundation for academic excellence  
and personal growth by setting high expectations,  
teaching to the needs of learners, and embracing  
the richness of our cultural diversity”

MISSION STATEMENT 
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they are also welcome to return to Fairview to visit in the future!

Honoring our 74 8th graders at a special  
drive-in graduation ceremony.




